FADE IN

INT/EXT – SCENE HEADINGS – TIME

ACTION. DESCRIPTION. Here is where you set your scene or mode of action. The HEADING denotes the LOCATION and TIME but it is the description of what is occurring that really sets the scene. You might introduce CHARACTERS here too. When introducing a new CHARACTER in ACTION for the first time, their name should appear in CAPITAL letters. They can be referred to in standard type form in ACTION thereafter.

CHARACTER (O.S)

(Parenthetical)

Dialogue. This is what a character speaks. The dialogue might have an accent or emotion being conveyed that will require previous description or direction.

If the CHARACTER is undertaking some form of action while speaking, you would describe that here like this. They might have entered the frame from off-screen for example. It is only the way in which they deliver their lines that falls in the PARENTHETICAL brackets.

CHARACTER

The dialogue can continue after or bridge through the action outlined above.

TRANSITION

INT/EXT – A DIFFERENT SCENE – TIME

You might want to add a TRANSITION for effect. Use this function only if you believe it to be absolutely necessary. When you add a SCENE HEADING, we know there will be a CUT or a DISSOLVE or another TRANSITION, because the scene has changed. Always remember not to direct the movie. Thrive as a scriptwriter first!

It may be that you are incorporating a FLASHBACK or FLASHFORWARD in your film, and in this case, I would say go for it. This is certainly one device and scene change that needs to be very clear to the reader and director.

You only ever need a single space in between lines and paragraphs and as you change between ACTION, DIALOGUE, PARANTHESIS and SCENE HEADINGS etc.

It is the format measurements that are key in helping to identify correct use of scriptwriting form, and it is the space that these measurements create that is used by readers, writers, directors, agents and producers to annotate on any script.

Format can be learned and remembered. Inspiration and strong story telling is what makes a great script!
FADE OUT
